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European Coordinated Research on Long-term Challenges  
in Information and Communication Sciences and Technologies ERA-

Call 2016 

on 

Lifelong Learning for 
Intelligent Systems (LLIS)  

and 

Visual Analytics for Decision Making 
under Uncertainty (VADMU)  

CHIST-ERA is a consortium of research funding organisa-
tions in Europe with programmes supporting Information 
Communication Sciences & Technologies (ICST). CHIST-
ERA reinforces the European Research Area in ICST by 
deepening the cooperation among Member States as well 
as between them and the European Union. CHIST-ERA 
coordination activities are supported by the European 
Union’s Future and Emerging Technologies scheme (FET ) 
as an ERA-NET project. 
 
CHIST-ERA promotes transnational and multidisciplinary 
ICST research by funding projects on selected topics with 
a potential to lead to significant breakthroughs. Each year, 
a subset of the funding organisations in CHIST-ERA partici-
pate in a call on two new topics of emerging scientific 
importance in ICST. 

Austria  (FWF)  - Stefan Mühlbachler 
+43 1 505 6740 8408  stefan.muehlbachler@fwf.ac.at 

Belgium (FNRS) - Florence Quist 
+32 2 504 93 41  freia.vanhee@frs-fnrs.be 

France (ANR) - Béatrice Arnulphy 
+33 1 78 09 80 55   beatrice.arnulphy@anr.fr 

Ireland (IRC) - Justin Sinnott  
+353 1 2317131  jsinnott@research.ie  

Latvia (VIAA) - Maija Bundule 
+371 6778 5423  maija.bundule@viaa.gov.lv 

Poland (NCN) - Jakub Gadek 
+48 12 341 9152  jakub.gadek@ncn.gov.pl  

Romania (UEFISCDI) - Monica Cruceru 
+40 21 308 05 61  monica.cruceru@uefiscdi.ro 

Spain (MINECO) - Watse Castelein 
+34 9 1603 8876  era-ict@mineco.es 

Switzerland (SNSF) - Georges Klein 
+41 31 308 2168  georges.klein@snf.ch 

Turkey (TUBITAK) - Ezgi Bener  
 +90 312 298 94 11  ncpict@tubitak.gov.tr 

www.chistera.eu 

Call Deadline: 17th January 2017 
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CALL 2016 TOPICS 

Projects should aim at developing systems which offer state-
of-the-art performance on a known task and are able to au-
tonomously learn from further inputs in order to further im-
prove on the same task or on an extended one. The use cases, 
scenarios and data used to train and test the systems should 
be real or realistic. Proposals should precisely describe the 
foreseen evaluation protocols and the means to implement 
them. They should also precisely describe the models and 
techniques to be explored.  
 
Key challenges are expected to be:  

 Actively exploring the environment, possibly being guided 
by autonomously defined new goals, and identifying the 
important information using the current knowledge of 
the system; 

 Incorporating new information to update past knowledge 
while avoiding system regression; 

 Limiting the need to return to the initial training data; 

 Taking into account the interplay of user feedback and 
the system output. 

Lifelong Learning for 
Intelligent Systems (LLIS)  

Visual Analytics for Decision Making 
under Uncertainty (VADMU)  

Projects should enable the creation of tools, demonstrable 
methodologies and assistive technologies for visual data ana-
lytics, in order to help organizations and institutions to rapidly 
recognize disruptive propositions and opportunities. Such 
tools and methods should be designed with full consideration 
of the user and application. Proposals are expected to include 
a cross-disciplinary skill base to ensure usability and efficacy. 
 
Key challenges and opportunities are expected to be: 

 Multidisciplinary modelling approaches which integrate 
visual, numerical and domain-specific methods to better 
meet user needs; 

 Visualizing and interpreting large data sets and communi-
cating their context, value, reliability, scope, accuracy and 
uncertainty in an intuitive manner; 

 Creating multimodal user interfaces to support user inter-
action with data; 

 Measuring the performance of such tools in real or realis-
tic user environments, using representative data and user 
testing. 

SELECTION PROCEDURE 

Consortium Eligibility  

Funding Decision 

Projects have a duration of either 24 or 36 months. 

The following criteria must be met: 

 The consortium is international: it must have a minimum 
of three partners and partners must be located in at least 
three distinct countries. 

 The consortium is balanced: at most 60% of the total 
funding may be requested by partners from one country. 

The consortium needs to be focused, that is, the proposed  
research must have a clearly defined goal. Consortia should 
therefore normally contain between three and six partners. 

Research groups who are not eligible to receive funding from 
any organisation participating in the concerned topic may be 
part of a consortium if they are able to secure their own fund-
ing. Third-party funding is not considered for the criteria 
above. The consortium coordinator must be supported by a 
funding organisation participating in the topic. 

The proposals will be evaluated by an international panel ac-
cording to the following criteria: Relevance to the Topic, Scien-
tific & Technical Quality, Implementation, and Impact.  
On the basis of the ranking and of available funding, the fun-
ders will propose a list of projects to be funded. The final deci-
sion remains with the funding organisations. 

CHIST-ERA is looking for transformative and highly multidis-
ciplinary research projects in Information and Communica-
tion Sciences & Technologies (ICST).  

They should explore new ideas with potential for significant 
scientific and technical impacts in the long term.  

The coordinator prepares a joint proposal for the consorti-
um, using the template available on the CHIST-ERA web-
site (www.chistera.eu). The form is submitted using the 
electronic submission system on the website. 

CHIST-ERA launches a call for research proposals in two new 
topics each year. Selected projects are invited to participate in 
a yearly seminar together with projects from previous calls. 
Topics of recent calls are: 
 

2013: Adaptive Machines & Heterogeneous Distributed Computing  
2014: Resilient Trustworthy Cyber-Physical Systems & Human Lan-
guage Understanding 
2015: Security and Privacy in the Internet of Things & Terahertz 
Communication 


